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Jennifer Williamson-Forster,Executive Director, 
South Sound Reading Foundation

DEAR FRIENDS,DEAR FRIENDS,
Thank you for another successful year!
Together we are bringing the joy and promise
of books and reading to ALL South Sound
children. This is our mission statement and it
truly captures the important work we do.  We
are out in our community every day inspiring
children to become eager and engaged
readers. These children will have the skills they
need to succeed in school and in life, because
they love reading. This is what we mean by
PROMISE. 

Eager and engaged readers find JOY through
exploration, discovery, and adventure in
everything they read. I am reminded of a girl I
worked with at a homeless shelter a few years
ago. She picked up a copy of The Golden
Compass at the beginning of our visit and
curled up and began to read. She was in the
same spot, engrossed in her book, ninety
minutes later. She was on an adventure! This is
what we mean by JOY.

Finally the most important word in our mission
statement is ALL. Each week we serve over
1500 children and their families. We work
especially hard to serve children and families
who are low-income, under-resourced, and
may be living in remote, rural communities.
We also work hard to serve children and
families whose first language is not English.
This is what we mean by ALL. 

So thank you. Together we are bringing the
JOY and PROMISE of books and reading to
ALL South Sound children.



OUR PROGRAMSOUR PROGRAMS  

Family Education - visits parenting groups,
support groups, workshops and literacy nights to
provide books and discuss reading, literacy, and
brain development.

Books for Babies - gives 2,100+ new board
books and literacy information to families leaving
the hospital with newborns.

Born to Read - partners with medical providers
to give board books and information to low-
income families at their baby's  6-month
checkup.

Literacy Book Van - visits low-income housing
units, schools, afterschool programs, community
events and rural areas to promote reading by
distributing 40,000+  free books and literacy
materials.

Books for the Break - partners with schools and
food banks to deliver books to homeless and
low income children.

Literacy Bookshelves - stocks 14,000+ books on
bookshelves at agencies serving low-income
clients so children can take a free book home to
read.

Bag O' Books - packs individual book orders
totaling 14,000+ books for families in Thurston
and Mason counties, ordered online and picked
up at our office.                  

Books for Kids:
supplies free books

to children &
families

Family Engagement:
educates families

about the importance
of reading

Reading
Engagement:

engages children in
reading and books

Read to Me - shares story time visits and
1000+ free books      with children ages 3-5 at
Head Start and other childcare   facilities
monthly.

Book Clubs and Book Talks - partners with
programs that      serve low-income children
and youth to host book clubs and book talks.

Reading Maps - shares fun reading maps with
children and families during school breaks to
keep children engaged.
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 FINANCIALS & PEOPLE 

Staff

Board of Directors
Income

Expense

Jennifer Williamson Forster, 
Executive Director
Joy Bustanoby, Development
Director
 

Lynn M. Neeley, Operations Lead & 
Volunteer Coordinator
 Josh Johnson, Book for Kids
Program Coordinator 
 Jess Lee, Book for Kids Program
Coordinator

Contact Us

2023-2024 Financials 

South Sound Reading Foundation 

Mailing address: 305 College St. NE
Lacey, WA 98516 

Main Office: 360-412-4499
read2me@nthurston.k12.wa.us
www.southsoundreading.org
www.facebook.com/southsoundreading
www.instagram.com/southsoundreading

Physical address: 2830 Willamette Dr.
NE Ste. A,  Lacey, WA 98516 

Contracts (5%)

Contributions (3%) 

Administration (11%)

Books & Programs (89%)

Ruth Conn, MD, Vice President, 
Retired Pediatrician
Jim Justin, Past President, Jim Justin
Government Relations Consulting 
 

Derek Bumrungsiri, Vice President,
TwinStar Credit Union 

Brenna English, Treasurer, Griffin
School Foundation 
Rick Peters, Secretary, Thurston
County Prosecuting Attorney's Office 
Amanda N. Adrian, Graphic Designer
& Marketing Coordinator, Ramblin
Restaurants
 

Susan Gifford, Olympia School District
Karen Johnson, North Thurston Public
Schools 
Tanya Murray, SPSCC 
Audrey Perry, Science Teacher,
Washington Middle School, OSD 
Cynthia Pratt, Poet Laureate, City of
Lacey 
Liz Selsor, Providence Southwest WA 
Anne Wilson, Bean, Gentry, Wheeler &
Peternell, PLLC

Donated Books (50%)

Events (30%)

Grants (12%)

Thank you for supporting literacy and
access to books for all children. 



A YEAR IN PICTURESA YEAR IN PICTURES

Bringing the joy
and promise of

books and reading
to all South Sound

children since
2001!



THANK YOU DONORSTHANK YOU DONORS  
The Dawkins Charitable
Trust
The Martin-Fabert
Foundation
The Lieb Family Fund
The Thurston County
Children, Youth, 
& Families Fund
The Nisqually Indian
Tribe
The Olympia Tumwater
Foundation
TwinStar Credit Union
Zonta Club of Olympia
Alyson Owens
Amanda Adrian
Andrea Griffith
Anne Wilson
Brian Baker
Carol Rae & 
Phil Juergens
The Community
 Foundation of 
South Puget Sound 
Cynthia Pratt
David Forster & 
Jennifer Williamson
Derek Bumrungsiri & 
Kati Kachman
Janice Pober
Jim Justin
Maria Mudd Ruth Fund
Michelle Mewhinney-
Angel
Olympia Unitarian
Universalist Church
Ruth Conn & 
Dawn Stremel
David & Jane Nowitz
Dori Ferrel
Judy Covell
Lawrence & 
Donna Brooke
Maria Robinson
Jim and Mary Ellen Jones
Rick & Christy Peters
Alice Harada
Amy & Scott Rowley
Amy Blondin
Amy Murry
Andy and Liz Kapust
Ann Flannigan
Ann Yeo

Anne Ferrel
Annette Deines
Annette McQueen
Art and Sharon Starry
Barbara Clarkson
Beth Doglio and 
Eddy Cates
Beth Halpern
Beth Harvey
Beverly Jane Lirio,
MD
Brenna English
Bridget Sipher
Bruce Dick
Candace Jacobs
Caprice Paduano
Carol Wintercorn
Carolina Sun-Widrow
Caroline Bell
Caroline Myers 
Nielson
Carrie Hennen
Carrie Swindler
Chris & Ronda 
Hoffman
Chris Theisen
Chris Wells
Christine & Jon 
Halvorson
Christine B Garst
Christine Hoffmann
Claudia Shanley
Colleen Minion
Corinn Wohl
Courtney Schrieve
Craig Ottavelli and
the Ottavelli Family
Curt & Kirsten Hill
Dave and Jane Lehnis
David C Pratt
Deb Clemens
Don Sloma
Donna & Jack Rice
Karen Johnson
Eileen Pedersen
Elizabeth Curneen
Erin Hagen
Frank Wilson
Gareth & Emily
 Waugh
Genevieve Chan
Grier Jewell
Hayden Milligan

Heather Kapust
Inger Owen
Isabelle Corvin
Jamie Gibeau-Colt
Jan Suess
Janet Summerfield
Janet Waeschle
Jennie Rapacz
Jodilyn Erikson-
Muldrew
Jodi Ashline
Joe & Bonnie
Shorin
Jon & Marcia 
Tunheim
Judith & Martin
 Kimeldorf
Judson Kelley
Julie Carignan
Julie Lehnis
Kandy Watters
Kara Meyer
Karen Greenfield
Karen Johnson
Karen Minnich
Kate Davis
Kathleen Kelley
Kathy Berndt
Kathy Tran
Kati Kachman
Keith Miche
Kelly Green
Kimberly Kelley
Larry & Susan 
Poplack
Laurie Frankel
Laurie Johnn
Leatta Dahlhoff
Leslie Panowicz
Lin O'Leary
Linda Merritt
Lindsey Dahlquist
Lisa Herrick
Lori Bame
Lorraine Manning
Louise Doran
Lucy Edmondson
M’Lissa Solis
Mallory LeMay
Margaret Curl
Maria Anderson
Maria Huang
Mary Clem

Mary Gentry
Mel & Jan Murray
Michael Bowen
Michael Patrick
Michele Hindrup
Miriam Campbell
Monica Crawford
Nasue Nishida
Nikki Grubbs
Pamela Felts
Peter Knudsen
Phyllis Freitas
Rebecca Kirkland and
Ilene Peterson
Sam Hunt
Sarah Merrifield
Sarah Morris
Sarah Rich
Sasha Cavanagh
Sayuri Castaneda
Scott Niemann
Shannon Hatton
Sharla Desy
Sharon Wellman
Shelly Willis
Shy-Anne Haney
Simone Boe
Stacy Fox-Myers
Steamboat Square LLC
Susan Gifford
Susan Gordon
Susan Phillips
Tanya Murray
Tara McQueen
Telfer Griffith
Tina Perry
Toby Brown
Tom & Cheryl Oliver
Tonya Hennen
Tracy & Susy Kahlo 
Travis Hoppe
Trent Truesdell
Trish Gregory
Troy Oliver
Valerie Willis
Vonna Madeley
Wendy Endress
Winston McKenna
William Zachmann

And the hundreds of donors and volunteers who 
make our mission happen! 



“Thank you so much for the kids books. I really appreciate it. It's for my girls, to make
my zoom visits a little easier. It's hard seeing my babies on video…” -Mom

“Thank you for the book! I like books better than candy, they last longer and are more
fun. ” -Trick or Treater, Age 6

“Your support of CYS from our littlest readers to our older youth is opening a window
to new thoughts, ideas, and continued learning. We value your commitment to serving
our agency, our programs, and our community. Thank you again for all your incredible

support, and for opening up new opportunities for our participants at CYS!” -CYS
“We LOVE South Sound Reading Foundation. We love that all of our students have

access to books to grow their home libraries. Thank you SO much!!!” -Teacher

TESTIMONIALSTESTIMONIALS

Thank you for being here each
week and having books my

student can read. It makes him
feel like the other kids, having his

own books.

I had to clean out a space last week
for my daughter, she informed me
that she wanted her own library
because she now loves reading

books.

Thank you so much, you have no
idea how much this will help

with my classroom setup. I can't
afford everything I really need

and SSRF has really helped to fill
my gaps.

We believe so strongly in their vision and mission that
along with sponsoring and attending fundraising events,

one of our members of our leadership team serves on their
board of directors! Their vision of a community where ALL

children read well and enjoy reading leading to new
opportunities aligns perfectly with TwinStar’s belief that

literacy leads to the confidence to learn. Learning and
knowledge open the doors to amazing opportunities. We

appreciate the work of the South Sound Reading
Foundation and are honored to support their efforts.

-Teacher of special ed. student

-Parent at distribution event 

-Teacher at teacher resource day

-Corinn Wohl,
Director of
Community

Engagement 
TwinStar



THANK YOU SPONSORSTHANK YOU SPONSORS

The Lila Ann Baker
Charitable Trust

SPECIAL THANKS TO...SPECIAL THANKS TO...
North Thurston Public Schools, and all area school districts
and our community partners who work with us to reach the

children, youth, and families we collectively serve. 


